
Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading - fiction

Answer 4 questions =40 
marks

Section B: 
Writing to narrate

or describe = 40 marks

Section A: 
Reading – non fiction

Answer 4 questions =40 
marks

Total exam time:  
1 hours and 45 minutes

Total marks  = 80

AQA GCSE English 
Language

Section B: 
Writing – viewpoints 
and perspectives =

40 marks

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Total marks  = 80

Exam board – please check 
that your
revision guides are 
compatible to AQA.



Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A: 
Shakespeare

‘Macbeth’

Section B: 
19th Century Prose
‘A Christmas Carol’

Section A: 
Modern Text
‘An Inspector 

Calls’

Section B: 
Anthology poetry.

‘Love & 
Relationships’.

Total exam time:  
2 hours and 15 minutes

Total marks = 96

AQA GCSE English 
Literature

Section C: 
Unseen 
Poetry

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Total marks = 64



Year 11 November Mock Exams

• Language Paper 2

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 80 marks

• Literature paper 1 Section A

• An Inspector Calls

• 45 minutes

• 30 marks (plus 4 marks for SPaG) 
= 34 marks



Pupils must look through their 
yellow exercise books for language
and their purple exercise books for 
literature to remind themselves of 
the skills needed for each question. 



This year, all year 11 pupils at Ridgewood have received 
copies of ‘Macbeth’ and they will shortly receive a copy of 'A 
Christmas Carol' too. They are incredibly lucky!

It is an expectation that ALL pupils will re-read the 
play/novels before their mock exams and before their GCSE 
exams. For the November 2023 mock, they will need to re-
read and revise ‘An Inspector Calls’ (taught in yr 10). Pupils 
will do further assessments on 'Macbeth' and 'A Christmas 
Carol' in the new year.















All pupils have studied 
‘An Inspector Calls’.

We recommend CGP or York Notes.





Good revision sites for English language and/or 
English literature:

• BBC Bitesize
• Mr Bruff on YouTube
• Educake – we have renewed our subscription again this 

year. Pupils get regular homework via this software. It 
uses high quality tasks and will help your child with their 
revision. Please check they are logging in and using it. 



Methods of revision

• Character/ theme maps.

• Flashcards for quotations, themes, methods.

• Revision guides- practice tasks, making notes and practicing weaker areas.

• Practice questions (Revise for 20 minutes, practice in timed conditions, 
feedback).

• Planning an essay response.

• Educake quizzes.

• Exercise books- re-reading notes, turning notes into audio files.

• Audits.



This was a recent piece of 
homework with my year 
10 group. You can see that 
outcomes range from 
100% -76%. Question 17 
was a problem and it 
would appear that many 
struggled to remember the 
word required. Pupils can 
take the quizzes as many 
times as they like – each 
time hopefully improving 
their scores. It’s an 
excellent source of 
revision.



Key word from the 
question and 
therefore must 
frequently be 
addressed 
throughout pupils’ 
answers.

Subject terminology and effects achieved. Appropriate embedded
quotations

Analysis

Tentative language

Subject terminology and explanation 
of effects achieved.

Context
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