Conflict and Tension in Asia: 1950-1975
	Statement
	T or F?
	Why? Evidence to support your choice.

	1. The USA feared the spread of communism known as Containment Theory.
	
	

	2. North Korea and South Korea were divided at the 17th parallel.
	
	

	3. The United Nations became involved in the Korean War.
	
	

	4. The turning point in the Vietnam War in 1968 was the Tonkin Incident.
	
	

	5. LBJ announced he would no longer stand for re-election in 1968.
	
	

	6. Nixon’s policy to withdraw American troops from Vietnam was known as Watergate.
	
	



Conflict and Tension in Asia – A VERY brief summary
Korean War
	As WW2 ended and the mutual enemy of Hitler was defeated, the fragile alliance between the two superpowers, the ______ and the ______, began to break down. The deep-seated mistrust and suspicion between capitalism and ______________ led to the outbreak of the ________ War. This was not a military war, but instead a war of words and propaganda. 
The USA were keen to stop the spread of communism outside of Europe. When ______ became communist in ____, the USA was concerned that communism would spread in Asia. President ________ made a speech promising to protect any country under the threat of communism which started the US policy of _____________. In ______ troops from communist _______ Korea invaded ______ Korea, which was anti-communist. President Truman was convinced that _______, leader of the USSR, had told Kim ___ _________ to carry out the attack. Truman appealed to the __________ ___________ as a peace-keeping organisation to protect South Korea from the act of aggression. An army, led by General __________ was sent to help. 
The Korean War escalated as the UN army pushed back the North Korean army over the ____th parallel. A new objective: __________ meant, despite warnings from China, the UN army advanced to the border with China at the ______ River. 200,000 soldiers from the People’s Volunteer Army (China) joined the war supporting ________ Korea. Eventually, fighting reached a ______________ at the divide and after General MacArthur was __________, peace talks began. However, it was not until _____ that a ______________ was agreed but the two countries remain divided and hostile to this day.




Vietnam War
	Whilst fighting in Korea played out, the USA were providing military supplies and funding to France, who were fighting to regain control of their old territory in __________. However, France lost and the _______ Agreement stated that France should withdraw and Vietnam divided into two countries. North Vietnam was run as a _____________ country led by ___ _____ ________ and South Vietnam run as an anti-communist country led by Ngo _____ _______. 

The government in the south was corrupt and hated by many of its people. Diem was Catholic who ruled over the majority ____________ population in a harsh way. Many Vietnamese peasants gave their support to the __________, a group of communist guerrilla fighters supplied by North Vietnam who wanted to overthrow Diem. The USA supplied Diem’s government as they believed that the Vietcong were trying to spread communism to South Vietnam, and this would instigate ___________ Theory (countries in Asia would fall to communism). 

The USA sent equipment and military ‘__________’ into South Vietnam. By 1963, the Americans had decided that Diem was too corrupt to support (heavily influenced by the actions of Buddhist protestors such as the monk who carried out _____-___________). After the assassination of _____, LBJ increased US involvement in Vietnam due to the _________ Incident. US Congress gave LBJ permission to take any ___________ measures to defend South Vietnam.

LBJ’s first move was to launch Operation __________ __________ against North Vietnam to stop the supplies to the Vietcong. However, the bombing failed in its objective and US troops were sent to fight in Vietnam in 1965. Despite having vastly superior weapons and funds, the American army could not win against the Vietcong militarily. The Vietcong fought using guerrilla tactics and _______________ warfare causing US troops to fear going out on patrol in the jungles. Under these circumstances, some US soldiers committed terrible atrocities including the infamous massacre at ____ _______ where innocent villagers were killed in cold blood. 

A turning point in the Vietnam War was the ____ ___________ in January, 1968 when communist fighters left the jungles and carried out a strategic attack on towns and cities. At first the Americans were caught by surprise and pushed into retreat but quickly regained control of the towns and bases that had been captured. However, the Tet Offensive had a major impact on American ________ __________. Prior to this event, the US public believed victory was imminent but now began to question the war. 

The Vietnam War was the first ___________ war and night after night Americans saw images of villages destroyed in ________ raids, the effects of _________, deaths of young Americans and stories of ______ addiction in the army. A growing _____-_____ movement in the USA was supported by high-profile celebrities. LBJ came under enormous criticism and announced he would begin peace talks and not stand for re-election leaving the next president, __________ to propose a way out of the war. 

President Nixon had a difficult task in taking the USA out of the Vietnam War. For decades, US politicians had persuaded of the evils of ____________, thousands of Americans had died fighting in the name of containment, and it would be an insult to their memory to withdraw troops and admit defeat. In the context of the _______ War it would also make the USA appear _______. 

Nixon’s solution was to introduce the policy of __________________ = the Americans would give the war back to the South Vietnamese. At the same time, ________ talks would begin. The _____ (South Vietnam Army) would be provided with ____________ and supplies and then the American troops could withdraw. Nixon also ordered the _________________ of the war into ____________ and Laos to bomb the Vietcong bases and source of the Ho Chi Minh trails. This was kept secret from the US public initially and when it was announced mass protests broke out especially amongst students. In 1970, at ______ State University, ______ students were killed when the National Guard opened fire on protestors. 

In 1973, US troops left Vietnam and a _____________ was agreed. The war appeared to be over. However, the USA did not keep its promise of support. Nixon resigned as President after the __________ scandal and US _________ would not continue to send funds and supplies to South Vietnam. By 1975, communist troops overran much of South Vietnam and the capital city ____________ fell in April. Laos and Cambodia also fell to _________________. In 1976, North and South Vietnam were ___________ as a single country under communist rule. The American policy of _________________ had failed. However, _____________ Theory did not materialise.
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Q1 – Source Analysis – supports / criticizes – 4 marks

Source A 
A cartoon entitled ‘Not a General’s job’ which appeared in American newspaper. It was published in 1951.

[image: A picture containing text, painting, stone

Description automatically generated]

Q1. Study Source A. This source is criticising General MacArthur. How do you know? 
                                                                   [4 marks]
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Source A 
An American cartoon published in April 1975, commenting on the results of American policy in Vietnam. It shows Henry Kissinger carrying a case beside President Gerald Ford. They are surrounded by Vietnamese refugees.

Q1. Study Source A. Source A is critical of American involvement in Vietnam. How do you know? 
                                                                   [4 marks]






Q2 – Source Usefulness – 12 marks
Q2. Study Sources B and C. How useful are sources B and C to a historian studying the reasons for US withdrawal from Vietnam? 
Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your contextual knowledge.         
                                                                                                                                                 [12 marks]
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Source B
A cartoon which appeared in the Washington Post in 1968. LBJ is shown in the centre of two women. One represents the Vietnam War and the other represents ‘US urban needs’. 









Source C
Extracts from a speech by civil rights leader Martin Luther King given in 1968. 
‘The war has put us in the position of protecting a corrupt government that is stacked against the poor. We are spending $500,000 to kill every Vietcong soldier while we spend only $53 for every person considered to be in poverty in the USA. It has put us in a position of appearing to the world as an arrogant nation. Here we are 10,000 miles away from home fighting for the so-called freedom of the Vietnamese people when we have so much to do in our own country.’


Q2. Study Sources B and C. How useful are sources B and C to an historian studying         America and the Korean War?
Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your contextual knowledge.         [12 marks]
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Q3 – Write an account – 8 marks
Q3. Write an account of how the Tet Offensive led to problems for the USA.    
                                                                                                                                                [8 marks]
Q3. Write an account of how the consequences of the Vietnam War led to problems. 
                                                                                                                                                [8 marks]
Q3. Write an account of how Dien Bien Phu led to increased US involvement in Vietnam.
                                                                                                                                                 [8 marks]
Q3. Write an account of how the consequences of the Korean War led to problems.                               
                                                                                                                                                 [8 marks]
Q3. Write an account of how the Tonkin incident escalated US involvement in Vietnam. 
                                                                                                                                                 [8 marks]
Q3. Write an account of how MacArthur’s actions escalated tensions in the Korean War.
                                                                                                                                                 [8 marks]
Q4 – Big Momma Essay – 16 marks
Q4. ‘The division of Korea at the end of WW2 was the main cause of the Korean War.’
         How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.             [16 marks]

Q4. ‘The main reason the conflict in Vietnam was ended was the anti-war movement.’
         How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.             [16 marks]

Q4. ‘The main reason US forces stayed in Vietnam so long was Domino Theory.’
         How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.             [16 marks]

Q4. ‘The actions of the USA were the main reason for the escalation of the Korean War.’
         How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.             [16 marks]

Q4. ‘The Gulf of Tonkin Incident was the main reason why the Vietnam War escalated in 
         the 1960s.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.                              [16 marks]
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Source A An American cartoon published in April 1975, commenting on the results of
American policy in Vietnam. It shows Henry Kissinger carrying a case beside
President Gerald Ford. They are surrounded by Vietnamese refugees.
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“THERE'S MOMEY EKQUGI 1O SUPPORT BOTH OF YOU ...
NOW, DOESK'E (HAT MAKE YOU FEEL BEFTERT"





image4.png
Source B

Source C

Adapted from a secret report by John Paton Davies to the US government,
January 1951. He was one of the first American representatives working in
Communist China.

Our armed forces are tied down in Korea by our policy. Communist China may
soon invade Taiwan leading to conflict with the United States. They may also
help the Viet Minh to expel the French from Vietnam. Our involvement in the
Far East worries the Europeans who are terrified by conflict with China. More
US involvement in the Far East would also allow the USSR to expand their
power in Europe.

A cartoon published in 1952 in an American newspaper commenting on the
casualties of the Korean war. The figure represents the God of War.
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