
Family and Household Knowledge Organiser 
Use this in conjunction with your flash cards and revision guide to look up the key terms and concepts that you don’t know and then test 

yourself. 
1. Family Diversity  2. Marxism  3. Feminism  4. Functionalism  5. Conjugal Roles 

The different types of 
family .  
 

● Nuclear 
● Extended 
● Reconstituted 
● Lone parent 
● Beanpole 
● Cereal packet 

 

The family continues 
capitalism. 
 

● Ideology - norms 
and values 

● Consumption - 
family buys 
capitalist goods 

● Inheritance of 
property 

The family continues 
patriarchy. 
 
Radical: 

● Separatism 
● Political lesbianism 

Liberal 
● Laws are making the 

family more equal 
Marxist 

● Capitalism is making 
men exploit women 

Difference 
● No generalisations 

The family is needed to 
make society work. 
 
Murdock: 

● Socialisation 
● Reproduction 
● Economic needs 
● Sexual Desires 

Parsons: 
● Socialisation 
● Warm bath theory 

The roles that men and 
women take within the 
family.  
 
Segregated: 

● Expressive role 
● Instrumental role 
● Division of labour 
● Men control money 

and make decisions 
Joint: 

● Symmetrical families 
● New Nuclear families 
● Caused a crisis of 

masculinity  

6. Changing Families  7. Marriage  8. Divorce  9. Family Criticisms  Family Exam - Paper 1 

Families are changing 
from pre industrialisation 
to now.  
 

● People are getting 
married later 

● Children don’t 
work, they go to 
school 

● Lower infant 
mortality rate 

● Family types 
changed 

● Family roles 
changed 

● Women have more 
control. 

Marriage is declining 
because: 
 

● Less social stigma 
around 
cohabitation 

● Secularisation 
(decline in religion) 

 
Functionalists believe the 
nuclear family is the only 
family type that’s good for 
society 
 

Divorce is becoming more 
common because: 
 

● Less social stigma 
● Secularisation 
● Change in law has 

made it easier to file 
for divorce 

● Divorce is cheaper 
● Rise in Feminism - 

women don’t need a 
man 

Divorce creates more: 
● Lone parent families 
● Reconstitutes 

families 

The family can be negative 
because: 
 

● Nuclear family 
isolates the wider 
family 

● Traditional family 
functions are lost 

● Divorce impacts 
children 

● Exploits women 
● Dysfunctional 

families 

Questions: 
● 2 x 2 marks 
● 3 x 4 marks 
● 1 x 8 marks 
● 1 x 15 marks 

Structure: 

 


