Germany; Democracy and Dictatorship 1890-1945

Do Now: True or false? 
	Statement
	T or F?
	Why? Evidence to support your choice.

	1. The government set up after WW1 was the Kaiser Republic.
	
	

	2. The Depression led to rising prices and paper money became worthless.
	
	

	3. Josef Goebbels was the Minister for Propaganda.
	
	

	4. The Reichstag was the name of the German parliament.
	
	

	5. Most opposition to the Nazis was from amongst young people.
	
	

	6. The Night of the Long Knives was when the Gestapo arrested members of the SS.
	
	

	7. The Nuremberg Laws banned marriages between Jews and non-Jews.
	
	

	8. Hitler became Chancellor when he won the majority in the January 1933 election.
	
	



My score = ___ / 16
Question types – Germany; Democracy and Dictatorship
Read interpretations A and B in the booklet.
Q1. How does Interpretation A differ from Interpretation B about…?
       Explain your answer based on what it says in Interpretation A and B.                              [4 marks]
Q2. Why might the authors of Interpretation A and B have different interpretations about…?
         Explain your answer using interpretations A and B and your contextual knowledge? [4 marks]
Q3. Which interpretations give the more convincing opinion about…?
      Explain your answer based on contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretations A and B.
                                                                                                                                                               [8 marks]
Q4. Describe two problems…facing…                                                                                            [4 marks]
Q5. In what ways were the lives of … affected by…                                                                   [8 marks]
Q6. Which of the following was the more important reason why…
· Bullet point / reason 1
· Bullet pont / reason 2?
        Explain your answer with reference to both bullet points.                                               [12 marks]


Interpretation questions

INTERPRETATION A
Adapted from the autobiography of Imgard Hunt, published in 2005, called ‘On Hitler’s mountain’.
Hunt had middle-class parents who supported the Nazis. She was in the Nazi youth movement which her mother helped to ruin. Her father was killed in the early years of the war when Germany invaded France. Hunt left Germany in 1958 to start a new life, aged 24, in the USA.
‘The Nazis rose to power because of the promises that Hitler made to different groups. For years my family had become poorer and Germans had been made to feel like beggars and scum. His promises of prosperity gained him followers.
Hitler also understood the power of patriotism. People listened eagerly to a man who said that Germany was a superior nation. Furthermore, Hitler realised that creating fear of an enemy – the Jewish race – would win over desperate people, including my parents. ’






INTERPRETATION B
Adapted from an interview with Hans von Herwarth in 1987. 
Herwarth was a diplomat in the Geramn Embassy in Moscow in the 1930s. When war broke out in 1939 he became a low-ranking officer in the German army. Herwarth was linked to the July 1944 bomb plot against Hitler. After the war he went on to be Germany’s ambassador to Britain in 1955.
‘The Nazis gained power because the traditional parties failed, especially the Social Democrats. They were not used to governing and did not try to block Brüning’s powers or actions. Despite the problem of high unemployment and hatred of the Versailles Treaty. The traditional parties did not work together against the Nazis or Communists. Worst of all, apart from the Social Democrats, few Germany believed in or supported the Weimar Republic.’





	


1. How does Interpretation B differ from interpretation A about the Nazis’ rise to power?                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                 [4 marks]

2. Why might the authors of Interpretation A and B have different views about the Nazis’ rise to power?                                                                                                                                [4 marks]

3. Which interpretation do you find more convincing opinion about the Nazis’ rise to power?                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                          [8 marks]
Interpretation questions


INTERPRETATION A
From the memoirs of Henrik Metelmann published in 1990. Metelmann recalls growing up in Germany in the 1930s. His father was a Communist sympathiser.
‘Even though my father hated everything connected with the Nazis, I loved being in the Hitler Youth. I liked the comradeship, the marching, the sport, and the war games. We were brought up to love our Führer who to me was like a second god. There was no law to join the Hitler Youth. Even so, only one of my classmates managed to stay out of it.’





INTERPRETATION B
From an interview with Karma Rauhut published in 1993. Rauhut was talking about her experiences growing up in Nazi Germany in the 1930s. Her father was a director of a bank but lost his job and money as a result of the Wall Street Crash. He later found work in a bank in 1932 but was not a supporter of Hitler. Rauhut refused to join the BDM (League of German Maidens).
‘My friend and I went to every American film going, no matter how bad it was. And there were shops where you could buy jazz records in the back room. What you did NOT do was live up to the Nazi ideal of beauty and culture. A woman’s life under Hitler was completely dreadful… A German woman does not wear makeup, she may not smoke, she should have a thousand children.... That still brings a chill to my spine.’






	


1. How does Interpretation B differ from interpretation A about the attitudes of young people towards Nazi rule in Germany in the 1930s?                                                                  [4 marks]

2. Why might the authors of Interpretation A and B have different views about the attitudes of young people towards Nazi rule?                                                                                     [4 marks]

3. Which interpretation do you find more convincing about the attitudes of young people towards Nazi rule in the 1930s?                                                                                       [8 marks]


Q4 = Describe questions – 4 marks
Q4. Describe two problems faced by German people living under Kaiser Wilhelm II.        [4 marks]

Q4. Describe two problems faced by Jewish people living under Nazi rule up to 1939.    [4 marks]

Q4. Describe two problems faced by opponents of the Nazi Party after 1933.                    [4 marks]

Q4. Describe two problems faced by German Christians after 1933.                                     [4 marks]

Q4. Describe two problems faced by German people during WW1.                                      [4 marks]

Q5 = In what ways (explain) questions – 8 marks
Q5. In what ways were the lives of German women affected by Nazi social policy?           [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of German civilians impacted by WW2?                             [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of German people affected by Nazi propaganda?            [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of German people impacted by the crisis years of the Weimar                                      
        Republic (1918-1923).                                                                                                              [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of German people affected by hyperinflation.                     [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of Jewish people in Germany affected by Nazi policy.        [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of German people affected by the Treaty of Versailles.     [8 marks]

Q5. In what ways were the lives of young people affected by Nazi social policy.                  [8 marks]



Q6 = Bullet point big momma essay questions – 12 marks
Q6. Which was the more important reason for Hitler’s consolidation of power up to 1934:
·   Gaining support
·   Dealing with opponents
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]

Q6. Which was the more important reason for the unpopularity of the Weimar Republic:
·   Weak democracy
·   Defeat in WW1 and peace treaty
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]

Q6. Which was the more important reason why Hitler was appointed Chancellor in 1933:
·   Political weakness
·   Economic problems
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]

Q6. Which of the following had a greater impact on the German people:
·   The Treaty of Versailles
·   Hyperinflation
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]

Q6. Which was the more important method of control used by the Nazis:
·   The use of propaganda
·   The use of terror
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]

Q6. Which was the more important reason why opposition to the Nazis was ineffective:
·   The Police State
·   The weakness of opposition
Explain your answer using both bullet points.                                                      [12 marks]
